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Committees
for the Defense

of the Revolution
est. 1960

are neighborhood-based organizations that were initally formed in defense
of the Cuban Revolution. They are networked all across Cuba with an
estimated 122,000 chapters and approximately 7.6 million members.

Committees for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR), are citizen-based
forces meant to reinforce the Cuban government’s goals and ideals. They
exist so that information can be disseminated rapidly in a fashion that is
not dependent soley on the affordances of mass media.

Their initial purpose was to protect Cuba from the United States Counter
Intelligence Agency (CIA) spies, but over the years has transformed in
a way that gears itself more towards the needs of the community.
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CDR'’s are comprised of 5010 100
families who mostly live within one or
two block areas. :
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In every neighborhood, Revolution!
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Immunization campaigns, spearheading
neighborhood cleanup and beautification,
collection of recyclable materials and
environmental protection.

All of this is done with the aim of protecting citizenry, property and community improvement.

More recently, the difficult economic situation brought about the need for the creation of CO | | eCt I Ve

gardens for the cultivation of food and
medicinal plants, as well as aquaculture.

CDRs also host local forums for neighbors to discuss and debate new laws or any important issue or event. They carry out

cultural, sports and recreational activities
for children and reinforce the relationship
netween the schools and the community,
hrovide sex education, social matters and
children’s education.







800z weidoud udisap eu [Jew eJpues Aq




